End. Libraries “1b 4 


Dedication March 31, 1963 


Over the entrance of the new 

library is this symbolic “Tree of Knowledge, 
conceived by Elkhart artist Ted Drake 

as commissioned by Ross Martin. 
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Of modern, functional design, the new library is a two-story steel and cement block structure 
with a facing of buff-colored Indiana limestone and a stone cornice. It contains over 45,000 
square feet of floor space, including basement storage, mechanical equipment rooms, a drive- 
through garage, and some 3,800 square feet for future expansion on the second floor. 


Where there is no vision, the people perish. 
THE BOOK OF PROVERBS 


How Your 


Library 


Can Serve You 


A SWEEPING VIEW 


of the two floors of the library show both the 
building’s aesthetic and planned-for-use beauty. 
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THE CIRCULATION DESK 


ge MR is of handsome teakwood matched inlay. The 
ære "IM É 2 design in the flooring reads ‘‘Books are the 
inns ab 


lamps that never go out.” 
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SECOND 


MUSIC LISTENING AREA 
is one of the special interest centers on the mez- 
zanine. This floor also has a check-out desk. 
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COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM 
This large auditorium, which can seat two hun- 


WELL-LIGHTED BOOK STACKS dred, is open to public use. 


make it easy to find the book you want. 
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: MAIN FIRST FLOOR AREA 
h comfortable chairs and tables convenient to 
rby book stacks. 


THE ADULT READING ROOM 

furnished by the Directors of the First National 
Ponk of Elkhart is an inviting haven for book 
overs. 


THE CHILDREN’S ENTRANCE 

has this lovely mural by Ted Drake. The plaque 
is a history of civilization by Ross Martin, drawn 
from the many books he has read. 
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THE CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
is designed to introduce the pleasures of books 
early in life. 


CHILDREN WILL FIND 

much to capture their attention in the 
cessible books. Furniture is scaled to 
bodies. 


THE DIRECTOR’S OFFICE 


Library business is conducted from this handsome 
administration office 


Behind 
the 
Scenes 


ING ROOM ; 4 N 
Von books are mended in this LR were 
room. Similarly equipped rooms are provi 
other specialized library work. 


To Build 
A Library 


THE STAFF LOUNGE 
Librarians relax in this comfortable lounge which 


has its own efficient kitchen. 


ROOM TO GROW 

The basement is one of several areas available for 
expansion of library facilities. Bound and unbound 
Periodicals are stacked in these bins. 


Highlights of The Board 
Library History 


Ladies’ Library Association formed. 

First public reading room opened. 

Funds obtained from Andrew Carnegie to 
build a library. 

First Librarian, Marion Sparks, appointed. 
Library formally opened on the northeast cor- 
ner of a High Streets, October 3 The Staff 
First “book automobile.” 

Library invited to take its car to the national 
meet in Detroit, a two-day trip. 

Interior remodeled. 

New charging desk and flooring in reading 
room. 

Hospital service begun. 

Music collection started. 

Board worked for county library. 

Children’s room named the “Robin Hood 
Room.” 

Board purchased a bookmobile. 

Fiftieth anniversary and announcement of the 
Martin Foundation’s gift of a new building, 
October. 

New bookmobile purchased. 
Groundbreaking ceremonies for the new li- 
brary, December 21. 

The library moved into its new building, 
March 5. 

The dedication of the new Elkhart Public Li- 
brary, March 31. 


The 
Martin 


Foundation 


